
harriet goodall’s vision of living 
in harmony with nature has been 

enhanced by her devotion  
to an age-old craft.
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Finished woven pieces in the studio.  
“Mat gave me a dozen ostrich eggs,  
which I sometimes put in my baskets,”  
says Harriet. FACING PAGE Harriet and 
her blue cattle dog, Badja, outside the  
old dairy that is now her work space. 

 



CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT 
Inside the studio; Banjo in the 
veggie patch; Harriet at work; 
baskets ready for sale; one of 
Mat’s prized roosters; a collection 
of vines ready to be soaked 
before weaving; a small flock  
of Suffolk sheep rest under the 
shade of a pine tree; Banjo, Mat 
and Harriet. FACING PAGE  
A dresser in Harriet’s home is 
testament to her love of found 
objects — “I’ve always been 
drawn to the imperfect beauty  
of natural materials.”
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On the Outskirts of Robertson, a few hours south of 
Sydney, is a weatherboard cottage that could seduce the most 
confirmed city dweller. Surrounded by cows knee-deep in 
pasture, a handsome collection of chooks and a veggie patch 
bursting with life, it has ‘country escape’ written all over it. 

Add to this panoramic views over the Illawarra district (and 
the sea beyond on a clear day) and you can see why this blissful 
setting could prompt more than a flurry of creativity. It’s the 
home of artist Harriet Goodall, her partner Mat Campbell and 
their two-year-old son Banjo — with baby number two due  
to join them a little later in the year. 

“Mat grew up on a big cattle station near Jerangle, and I was 
raised on another NSW rural property, near Young,” Harriet 
says. “So we both had the same priorities: to live on the land 
with kids, chooks and veggies — though not forgetting the 
occasional bit of travel and a party here or there!” >
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The couple made good on their travel plans, exploring 
Europe, South-East Asia and India before venturing to South 
America. There, a long-term interest in textiles led to the 
inception of their fair-trade company, Warp & Weft, which 
supports the work of weavers in a remote Peruvian valley. 

“Our ethos is to try and find things that are handmade 
using traditional methods, preferably organically dyed, and 
which help maintain the sustainability of the culture  
and the community,” Harriet says.

After they returned to Australia, a friend offered them  
a cottage in return for help around his 50-hectare farm.  
“We jumped at the chance and moved here in January 
2006,” Harriet recalls. Since then the couple has welcomed 
the arrival of their son Banjo, as well as an ever-expanding 
array of animals, including guinea fowl, ducks, chickens, 
Wessex Saddleback pigs and a few cheeky black-faced 
Suffolk sheep. And Harriet has found a new creative outlet.

“I saw a flyer for a basketry course in Mittagong and  
it fitted perfectly with my love of art made from nature.” 
Another course followed, this time with celebrated basket 
maker Virginia Kaiser. “And then I just continued making 
baskets in my spare time.

“The wonderful thing about baskets is that it’s possible 
to harvest your garden, then sit on a patch of ground and, 
just with your hands alone, make something that’s strong, 
useful and beautiful — while knowing that women have 
done this for millennia!” 

Eventually, however, Harriet wanted more than a patch 
of ground, not to mention every odd corner of the family 
home. “Storing all my materials in the laundry and the 
spare room was becoming a bit of a problem,” she explains. 
“I was out walking one evening and I stuck my head into 
the old milking shed. It was full of accumulated rubbish 
and badly in need of a good scrub and some paint… So, 
with the owner’s permission and Dad’s high-pressure hose, 
I got to work — and was in within six weeks!

“There’s no power or running water, so it’s pretty  
much just me and the dog and the crackling fire — and 
the occasional cow outside the window,” continues 
Harriet. “It’s bliss: I love being alone there. When  
I make baskets, hours fly by.” >

“it’s pretty much just me 
and the dog and the 
crackling fire — and the 
occasional cow outside.”
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CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT  
The studio door opens to views of 
the hills beyond; a home-grown 
lunch in the garden; Harriet weaves 
by the window; “We collected all 
our furniture from the local tip shop 
— I love pieces with a distinct past 
life,” says Harriet; texture and 
fibres, all part of a weaver’s palette; 
Banjo nurses one of the newest 
members of the brood. 



Harriet’s materials range from vines such as passion 
fruit, jasmine and ivy to supple fruit-tree branches, 
philodendron stalks and palm sheaths. “Last year we 
headed up to our family property near Crescent Head  
on the north coast and came back packed with other 
people’s garden waste!” she says.

“I feel like I have just begun. I have so many ideas, 
though with a baby on the way I’ll have to be patient.  
I’ve started to incorporate strips of rusty corrugated  
iron and mesh into my work — their colours match the 
natural materials perfectly.”

A close relationship with nature is fundamental to this 
couple. The district’s rich volcanic soils support bumper 
crops of fruits and vegetables in their garden, and most of 
the meat for their table is raised on the farm. 

“We don’t go to the pub, play golf or ‘go shopping’,” 
Harriet says. “Our leisure time is spent together in  
the garden, collecting wood or cooking. You’re  
outside, you exercise, you talk. 

“Success should be measured by our happiness, our 
values and our relationships. As Mat says, when people 
can access anything any time, they lose touch with  
the rhythms of nature. But the return to valuing things 
that are natural, simple, fair, recycled and handmade  
really makes sense. 

“Our focus is on forging a life rich in family, friends  
and feasting! It’s not about being perfect, preaching or 
trying to prove a point — we’re just living in a way that 
makes us feel happy.” *
To learn more about Warp & Weft, visit www.warpandweft.org

CLOCKWISE, FROM 
ABOVE Suffolk sheep 
and a Holstein-Friesian 
dairy cow; a pendant 
lightshade woven by 
Harriet hangs in the 
living room; Harriet, 
with the rolling hills of 
the Robertson district 
in the background.
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